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HONOLUL’U SepL 2 (AP)
— A United States Navy pilot
who escaped from a Communlat
Jprison in Laos returned to-.
American- soll- today and sald,
“It's 2 pleasure to be here
Lieut .Charles F. Klusmann
1anded st Honolulu’ "Inter-
pationd] Afrport this morning
for a brief stopover on his way|

home to San Diego, Call, -.. ' ¢{*s-

Bis Navy mconnaissance

plane was shot down over the|Deputy Commander in Chief of{.
Plaine "des Jarres in central{United . States . Pacific .forces,{-
Laos June 6. He .parachutedjand’Lieutant Klusmann's auntd

Mrs. Jean Tucker of Hono]um::WAsmNGmN Sept. ‘2
+.} (UPI)—The White House sald

- - ——HOTR-UIE Unarmed . plane and
was taken prisoner' by ‘the|gave him flowers:,ss; ¥’

{and he was limping on his right

. fglt:etLao by he escaped into
n‘ i I XRR g YR tal % , ;
it Kiusmann whs nog}mp}@ y

C

-NEW YORK TIMES
3 September 1964
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WASHINGTON NEWS ~ —--
3 September 3964 - -
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PED TO SAFETY BY
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Hart?r’:r to make ?telephone t:nli‘l
to-his wife in Ban Diego. .y
‘The, 30-year-old officer wore
'y bandage on ‘his' right arm.
His hands were heavily scratche

leg’ because of a knee injury
He, wore blue ‘ihppers Instead
oﬂ_n(hocu% A T’H\. v

" Vice Adm’ Beroard A, Clarcy

*The whole ﬂeet is proud of

=" |ant Klusmann {s being flown to
-~ |San Diego by way of Travis Alr

[\ ‘LS‘“ "-_-Mr 4yr,"'.‘
after his plane was ‘shot down,~
Admiral Clarey sald, The ban-]
dates on . the right arm were
only covering - medncatlon .on
scmtcha,hcmld. Wb
Details of the escape from the
ry.|Communist prison camp .have
not been made known. Klieuten-

AT R A LR

ary, George E, Reedy, sald that

tively good condition but that
the main officlal concern was
forhis physical well-being. # ;

physxcal -and mental examina-
tions, ' Lieutenant Klusmann

Force Base for hospltal exam-
muon_ 3 L—‘E’t(h-*h ;’{., -

11*\““7 --

Interviews to Awui :ruu'

today that Lieutenant” Llus-

may be permitted to- talk: to
newsmen in a week or 10 days,
the Pentagon said, 1.4v:53, |

 He will be given” exhaustlve
lest.s to determine whether he
suffered “physical ‘or mental

the flier seemed .to be'in rela-}-

Depending on the results of |

|damage during his ordeal’’s: .’
Escapes by Americans in the
Far East'have been xtremely
rare. Several fled captivity ‘or

‘%E% «:&\Y,W‘ n '. , jox 'ntu" dur-
aoi?&n. rsia
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from his communist - Laotian
caplors undergoes medical {ests
at the Naval hospital today fol-

|lowing a jubilant reunion with

his parents and comrades.

*%| | ended a three-month ordeal late

last night when a plane landed
at the North Island Naval Air

- wife — wearing gay leis from

~—Hoﬁ'olulu — steppéd into the

waiting arms of his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Klusmann of
Arcadia, and the lieulenant's

younger brother, John, 21.

Also on band were Admiral
Thomas H. Moorer, commander
of the Pacific Fleet; Vice Ad-
miral Paul . D. Stroop, San
Diego Mayor Frank Curran;
squadron mates and about 75

| to 85 wives and other personnel
4 at the base.

Lt. Klusmann's wife, Sara, 30,
had flown to Travis AFB, Calif.,
earlier in the day to meet her
husband, who flew in from Thai-

1 land via Honolulu, where he got

the leis.

-In Vientiane, it was revealed
the anti-communist Meo tribes-
men who inhabit the highland
jungles of Laos belped Lt
Klusmann to safety. A reliable
source said Meos guided Lt
Klusmann thru communist-con-
trolled areas and delivered him

'| to Laotian right-wing forces who
1 arranged for him to get to

Details of how L. Klusmann

{ separated himself from his ez

! m«m not 1vaﬂable.
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- break. “They made contact with

hlm ]aler R
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In San Dxego LL K]usmann
said: .. L

“I'm certamly happy 10 be
here. I'm glad to be back. 1I-
feel good.. 1 expected to be
back. I feel real good "

His wife lold newsmen

T feel betu:r than I've ever
felt in my whole hfe. -

When Lt K]usmann saw A’
miral Moorer—who was aboard
the Kitty Hawk when the lieu-
tenant took off on his ill-fated
flight June 6, he said: *I owe
you an apology. You lold me
nol to get shot down and 1
dxd.". U

The Admiral replied: ,
“Glad to see you back.” .

Lt. Kusmann and his wife
climbed into 'a waiting car and
were driven off, presumably to
the hospital for tests and word
from doctors when he could talk
to newsmen about his escape
from Laos.

*This is & tremendous night,
worth waiting for,” said the
pilot's father as they met at
the airfield. *Thank .God the’
ordeahsovu' ”.

Lt. Klusmann's mother, Ruth,
got a big kiss from her; son,
who limped slightly and 'wore
two bandages on his right fore-
arm. :

* “We'e glad o have him

back,” said the mother. *He
looks: real good, but ‘he's lost
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